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Pastor’s Letter:  
I hate waiting. 
 

Maybe hate’s too strong a word. But I am not patient. Waiting for the 
cable guy. Waiting in line for the cashier. Waiting at the traffic light. 
Waiting for Christmas. Waiting for test results. Waiting for my plane to 
take off. Waiting for my illness to go away. Waiting for the baby to get 
here. Waiting for the show to start. Waiting for the girls to get in the car 
so we can leave for school before the traffic gets heavy. Waiting for 
inspiration. Waiting for it to end. Waiting to see what happens. Waiting to 
wake up. Waiting to die. Waiting for no good reason.  
  
Seems like we spend an inordinate amount of time waiting. I dare say I’ve 
spent more time waiting in my lifetime than sleep.  
  
Given that that’s even half true, it strikes me that waiting must be a part 
of the created order. In other words, God meant for us to be waiting. And 
if that’s so, I’ve got to change how I speak about waiting. 
  
I’ve heard it said—I’ve said it many times myself—that waiting is a waste 
of time. If God intended that we should wait then that can’t be true. 
Maybe the real waste is what I do (or don’t) with the time I’m having to 
wait. Instead of trying to fill the space with something, what if I just take 
that time and rest my mind? Instead of trying to cram everything in the 
world into every second what if I’m more intentional with actually 
scheduling times to wait, to ponder, to pray and listen. 
  
I know that I’m impatient for things I’m doing to get results. I want my 
strength to increase instantly. I want to know things immediately. I want 
to get where I’m going yesterday and have what I need the moment I 
think of it. Maybe computers have accelerated the demise of ability to 
wait. But in the end, would having all of those things really be good? 
There’s something beautiful in the work that must be put in to take care 
of one’s body. There’s something powerful about the pursuit of 
knowledge and the work it takes to attain it. There’s something marvelous 
about fasting and denial that reminds us of what we really need and to 
appreciate what we have. There’s something hopeful about having to take 
the journey to a place different than who or where you are. 
 

So when Isaiah talks about waiting, we should pay close attention. Isaiah 
talks about on whom we are waiting. And the audience he’s talking to is 
the people in Exile: the people of God forcibly removed from the 
Promised Land and left wondering if God had abandoned them. In Isaiah’s 
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28 Don’t you know?  
Haven’t you heard? 

    The Lord is  
the everlasting God, 

    the creator of the ends  
of the earth. 

    He doesn’t grow tired  
or weary. 

His understanding  
is beyond human reach, 

29 giving power to the tired 
    and reviving the exhausted. 

30 Youths will become  
tired and weary, 

    young men  
will certainly stumble; 

31     but those who hope  
in the Lord 

    will renew their strength; 
    they will fly up on wings  

like eagles; 
    they will run  

and not be tired; 
    they will walk  

and not be weary.  
—Isaiah 40:28-31 CEB 



estimation, the key to waiting is relying on the history, 
knowledge, power and tirelessness of God, not 
ourselves. In other words, trusting God leads to 
strength, discovery, to hope. Waiting leads to hope.  
 

That seems wrong. 
 

It does until I think of our history. When I did strength 
and endurance training for wrestling, I remember the 
coach saying, “Wait until you see the results of your 
training! You won’t believe what you can do.” He was 
right. I ended up performing well enough to place 7th 
among all the DODDS students living in Germany at the 
time. Considering it was my first year, 7th out of more 
than 150 competitors felt like a true accomplishment. 
But more than that, a regimen that I thought impossible 
for me became routine. I’m glad I waited. 
 

I can remember waiting and reserving judgment on 
coming to Mebane. Even though on paper there were a 
number of reasons to look elsewhere, God made me 
wait. And I thank God because what I have learned 
about this place, about all of you,  about myself, have all 
been worth it. Waiting, divine patience, brings good 
things. 
 

So when I’m frustrated that I’m not learning fast 
enough, working hard enough, speaking loud enough, 
loving widely enough, hearing well enough, I will wait…
that the power of God will become routine rather than 
occasional to my faith. 
 

Wait with me. 
 

See you in church! 
David 
 
SESSION UPDATES 
There are several highlights from the work of your 
leadership. Complete approved minutes of meetings 
and monthly financial statements are available from the 
Church Office to anyone. And by and large, the Session 
Meetings themselves are public. Anyone can address 
the Session upon request to the Moderator (David Ealy)
(That’s to make sure there’s adequate time allotted). 
Above all else, every member should be praying for 
your leadership. 
 

Examining the Elders Elect is a fiduciary responsibility 
the Session takes on behalf of all of us but especially on 
behalf of God. Determining our corporate officers and 
committee assignments helps maintain continuity with 
our work and to concretely take responsibility for God’s 
call on us as a church. It’s not enough to say that God 
calls us to be the church. People have to actually try. 
And your Session is doing more than just try. 

Both given the current climate and the fact that it 
goes on demonstrably in our congregation, the 
Session put together a statement against Sexual 
Harassment and assigned a task force (being led 
by Debby Ferrell) to come up with concrete ways 
we can address this problem interpersonally and 
as a church. The statement is as follows: 
 

"Hawfields Presbyterian Church states sexual 
harassment in all its forms is wrong and against 
the will of God for us and for the world. Power 
should never be used to leverage abuse against 
another. God in Jesus Christ stands with those 
abused and so do we.” 
 

We also approved an Eagle project to install a 
flagpole memorial in the cemetery as well as 
construction of a community garden for a Girl 
Scout Gold project. Both of these programs (Boy 
& Girl Scouts) are strong in our church. 
 

Representing Hawfields, we’ve talked with Samet 
Corporation about their possible future plans and 
how that might affect us as well as inviting 
several groups to make use of our space 
including the UNC Women’s Glee Club, the 
Alamance Children’s Theatre Summer Camp, and 
our ongoing relationship with Alcoholics 
Anonymous. 
 

One change to the way we do business has been 
a practice called “Word, Share, Prayer.” We split 
into small groups of three to four and read a 
particular Bible passage together. Then we talk 
about what the passage means to us and how it 
applies to our leadership/faith. Then we pray for 
one another. An example of one of the exercises 
we used is on page 3. Find a few folks (no more 
than four or five) and try it! 
 

All of this is beside the personal challenges and 
triumphs in the lives of your leadership. For 
example, the job promotion of one to the health 
challenges of another. We have taken up the 
ancient of laying on hands and praying for each 
other.  
 

It is my personal honor to work with these folks 
and be among them.  
 
Peace, David 
 
 
 
 









Daylight savings time begins March 11th. 

Remember to set your clocks forward. 









• The Work of the Church Gathering is the time set aside for each committee to meet at the 
same time and date each month. The reason for trying this is to help bolster the participation of 
the whole congregation and to avoid the need for people to wear so many hats. The time for 
the meeting is 2:00pm on the 2nd Sunday of the Month beginning in the Sanctuary. Even if 
you’re not on a committee come and see what all the fuss is about!  



March Staple Items:  
Good Shepherd Kitchen 
Bleach, mayonnaise, sugar, brown 
sugar, seasoning salt, tea bags, pickles 
and pickle relish, ketchup, toilet paper, 
paper plates. Please remember to  
bring your non-perishable food  
donations to the boxes in the vestibule, 
Fellowship Hall, and in the entrance 
hallway of the Education Building. 
 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES: 
Phillip & Devona Lee    03/26 
 
 
 

Billy Mebane  2nd 
Tonya McClain  6th 
Nathaniel Walls 14th 
David Smith  16th 
Mary Gamble  17th  
Andy Walls, II  18th 
Danny Thompson 22nd 
Everette Massey 26th 
 

Volunteer Assignments: March 
Hawfields Alive Ushers 
3/4 Sandy Muller & Sam Beaudry 
3/11 Joanne McAdams & 
         Kim Dawson 
3/18 Greg & Caroline Massey  
3/25 Sam Jenkins &  
         Courtney Covington 
 

Outdoor Signs: 
March  — Connie Lawrence 
 

March DVD Ministry: 
5th Ricky & Kathy Lee 
12th John Taylor 
19th Billy Mebane 
26th Jackie Albright &  
         Sandy Muller 
 

Jr. Church & Hawfields Hangout 
4th -Liz Cooper/Chris McClain 
11th-Alice Ray/Debby Ferrell 
18th-Meggan Monroe/Mandy Ealy 
25th-Jessica Brinker/Nanette Pedelty 
 

Nursery Volunteer (AM/PM): 
4th -Alexis Williams/Patricia Noell 
11th-Kimi Massey/Mandy Ealy 
18th-Austin Brogan/Mary Jean Covington 
25th-Angie Webb/Jennifer Brogan 
 

March Sandwich Ministry: 
Hawfields Youth Group 
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Copies of the newsletter are available in the 
Vestibule, Fellowship Building,  

Education Building and online at our website. 
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